WSIS PREPCOM I YOUTH CAUCUS DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES AND PRIORITIES

I. Intro

The Youth Caucus sees the Summit as an exciting, unprecedented opportunity to discuss and grasp the opportunities and address the challenges presented by vast technological change. The information and communications revolution has made our world a global community, and it is vital that the international community can discuss their impact on our societies, cultures, economies, political institutions and the environment, realizing their promise to enrich our lives.  At the same time it is critical to ensure that no one is left behind, and that the information society is characterized by the principles of democracy, transparency, participation, equality and a culture of human rights.

In part our recommendations are based on the resolutions of numerous youth forums, both within and external to the UN system, including the UNESCO Youth Forums, the World Youth Forums, the International Youth Parliament, the International Young Professionals Foundation, Youth Input to the DotForce, Youth Building Knowledge Societies, and regional forums such as the African ITU Youth Forum.

II. Youth as a major theme for WSIS

The Youth Caucus believes youth should be considered both its own major theme within WSIS, and that youth concerns are mainstreamed throughout the process.

III. Basic conditions

The Youth Caucus recognizes that basic conditions exist for meaningful participation in the information society. Such basic conditions include the education, literacy, health, food security, sustainable energy, and peace. 

IV. Principles

The Youth Caucus envisions an information society underpinned by a commitment to the following principles:

a. Transparency

b. Democracy

c. Equality

d. Gender equality

e. Human Rights

V. Access

The Youth Caucus believes everyone should be able to participate in the emerging information society. In realizing this goal, WSIS must use the most appropriate technology available, including old media as well as new media, and ensure the development of information and communications technologies does not exceed the ability of the local population to use or sustain them.

Further, the Youth Caucus is concerned about the practice of technology dumping.

VI. Key themes and priorities

The Youth Caucus strongly believes that WSIS should take into account all the following aspects of the information society:

a. Social

i. Education

1. Formal

2. Informal (includes life long learning)

3. Online learning

ii. Health

1. HIV/AIDS

iii. Peace

1. Cross-cultural communication

2. War reporting

iv. Privacy

1. Surveillance

2. Data-mining 

b. Cultural

i. Cultural Diversity and Local content

1. Content dumping

2. Multilingualism

3. Indigenous

ii. Pornography and exploitation, in particular of young women

c. Economic

i. Sustainable Livelihoods

ii. Brain-drain

iii. ICT sweatshops (production, services and de-assembly).

iv. Investment

v. E-commerce

vi. Regulation

1. Information commons

a. Intellectual property

i. Patents

ii. Fair use

b. Open Source

d. Political

i. Global governance

ii. Youth Participation

1. Increasing discussion between government and youth

2. Awareness and understanding of decision-making process

3. Enhancing transparency, including in government resource management.

iii. Free and pluralistic information

1. Media ownership (concentration in either state or corporate hands)

2. Censorship of information

e. Environmental

i. Energy

ii. Technology waste

VII. Youth involvement in the WSIS 

Moving forward, in integrating the above themes into the WSIS agenda, as well as implementing the Action Plan, a wide variety of young people need to be involved:

1. Young people who are innovators in communications

a. Young entrepreneurs

b. Youth social movements

2. Young people who are excluded from information and communications technologies.

a. Indigenous

b. Ethnic minorities

c. Those from the south

d. Sexual orientations

e. Illiterate youth

f. Working youth

